
Tourism and 
Political Change

Second Edition

Edited by 

Richard Butler 
and

Wantanee Suntikul 

(G) Goodfellow Publishers Ltd



Published by Goodfellow Publishers Limited,   
26 Home Close, Wolvercote, Oxford OX2 8PS
http://www.goodfellowpublishers.com

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data: a catalogue 
record for this title is available from the British Library.
Library of Congress Catalog Card Number: on file.
ISBN: 978-1-910158-823-8

Copyright © Goodfellow Publishing Ltd 2017

All rights reserved. The text of this publication, or any part thereof, 
may not be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, storage in 
an information retrieval system, or otherwise, without prior permission 
of the publisher or under licence from the Copyright Licensing 
Agency Limited. Further details of such licences (for reprographic 
reproduction) may be obtained from the Copyright Licensing Agency 
Limited, of Saffron House, 6–10 Kirby Street, London EC1N 8TS.

Design and typesetting by P.K. McBride, www.macbride.org.uk 

Cover design by Cylinder

(G)



Contents
 List of tables iv

 List of figures v

 About the editors vi

 Contributors vii

1  Introduction 1
Wantanee Suntikul and Richard Butler

2 Neoliberal Politics and the Fate of Tourism 9
David G Simmons

Part One: Changes in Political Relationships 25

3 Regional Tourism Development within the East African Community 27
Carmen Nibigira, Edwin Sabuhoro and Bernard Kitheka

4 China: Government Policy and Tourism Development 38
Trevor H. B. Sofield

5 Political Changes and Tourism in the ‘Other Chinas’ 55
Wantanee Suntikul

Part Two: Increasing Autonomy 73

6 Towards Decolonization: Indigenizing Resort Governance in Canada 75
Peter W. Williams and Alison Gill

7 Political Change and Tourism in Scotland: Nationalism, devolution and autonomy 90
Rory MacLellan 

8  History and Politics of Tourism in Timor-Leste 103
Denis Tolkach

Part Three: Normalisation and Opening 121

9 Myanmar: Opening for Tourism 123
Wantanee Suntikul and Paul Rogers

10 The Politics of Tourism in Cuba 138
Tom Hinch and Baikuntha Prasad Acharya

11 Tourism and Political Change in Ireland, North and South  153
Stephen W. Boyd 



iv Tourism and Political Change

Part Four: Uncertain Future 169

12  Greek Tourism, Economic Crisis and Political Turmoil 171
Andreas Papatheodorou and Nikolaos Pappas

13      The Return of the ‘Idea of Iran’ (2005-2015)  186
Ali Mozaffari, Ramin Karimian and Sajad Mousavi 

14     Tourism on the Fringe of Politics – Brazil  200
Mariana Aldrigui

15  Egypt’s Tourism Industry and the Arab Spring 214
Konstantinos Tomazos 

16   Conclusions 230

 Richard Butler and Wantanee Suntikul

 Index 241

List of tables

3.1:  Demographic and economic perspectives of the EAC member states (2014) 28

4.1:  GDP per capita income 2012-2015.  40

7.1:  Tourist visits in Scotland 2015 (VisitScotland, 2016).  92

7.2:  The tourism economy and tourism related employment 2009 – 2013 1.  92

8.1:  Arrivals of non-resident tourists to Timor-Leste 113



List of figures

2.1:  Framework for evaluating the Government involvement in provision of goods and 
services.  15

2.2:  A basic framework of resource management mechanisms 17

3.1:  Map of EAC states showing some of the major protected areas.  28

5.1:  Chinese visitors to Hong Kong, 1997-2013.  58

8.1:  Map of Timor-Leste (CIA, 2016) 104

8.2:  Jaco Island, Nino Konis Santana National Park.  105

8.3:  Traditional sacred houses (Uma Lulik), Tutuala.  105

8.4:  A cannon at the Balibo Fort, Balibo.  106

8.5:  Archive & Museum of Timorese Resistance.  106

9.1:  Map of Republic of the Union of Myanmar (official name).  123

9.2:  Myanmar Visitor Arrivals 2000-2015.  130

9.3:  Myanmar Tourism Master Plan : Strategic programs and key objectives 132

10.1:  International visitors, phases of Cuban tourism and highlights of US foreign policy.  139

12.1:  Evolution of inbound tourism in Greece, 1965 -2015 178

12.2:  Evolution of inbound tourism in Greece, 2005 -2015 179

13.1:  Inbound tourism trend in Iran from 1960s to present.  190

13.2:  Iranian domestic travel between 2008 and 2013. 192

13.3:  Iranian outbound tourism between 2008 and 2013.  192

14.1:  Map of Brazil with the population distribution by region.  201

14.2:  Alliance members and numbers in Congress. 203

14.3:  Allies (pros) and Opposition (cons) on January, 2015. 204

14.4:  Four federal terms, 14 years, 9 different Ministers  205

14.5:  International tourist arrivals South America compared with Brazil. 207

14.6:  Percentage variation of international tourist arrivals  207

14.7:  Percentage variation of international tourist arrivals  208

14.8:  MTUR annual budget, in R$ millions 208

14.9:  Infrastructure investments from 2003 to 2013 209

15.1:  Timeline of Instability 219

15. 2:  GTI for Egypt 220

15.3:  Fluctuation in arrivals 220

15. 4:  Declining tourist arrivals  223



vi Tourism and Political Change

About the editors
Professor Richard Butler is Emeritus Professor in 
the Strathclyde Business School of the University of 
Strathclyde in Glasgow, Scotland. 

He has published widely in tourism journals, 
edited seventeen books on tourism and contributed 
chapters to many other books. His main fields of 
interest are in the development process of tourist 
destinations, and the subsequent impacts of tourism, 
issues of carrying capacity and sustainability, 
and tourism in remote areas and islands. He was 
appointed UNWTO Ulysses Laureate in recognition 
of his outstanding contribution to, and dissemination 
of, research knowledge in tourism at the UNWTO 
12th Awards Forum in Madrid, 2016.

 
Dr Wantanee Suntikul is Assistant Professor in 
in Tourism Policy and Planning at the School of 
Hotel and Tourism Management, The Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University, Hong Kong.

Besides teaching and researching, Wantanee 
has also been involved in several tourism related 
consultancy projects in Southeast Asia. Her core 
research interest and expertise are in the political, 
social and environmental aspects of tourism 
planning and development, heritage tourism, 
gastrodiplomacy, and poverty alleviation. Wantanee 
is also Joint Editor-in-Chief of the journal Tourism 
Culture and Communication.



 vii

Contributors

Baikuntha Prasad Acharya, Faculty of Physical Education and Recreation, University 
of Alberta Edmonton, Canada

Mariana Aldrigui, School of Arts, Sciences and Humanities, University of Sao Paulo, 
Sao Paulo, Brazil

Stephen Boyd, Hospitality and Tourism Management, Business School, University of 
Ulster, Colerain, UK

Richard Butler, Emeritus Professor, Strathclyde Business School, University of 
Strathclyde Glasgow, UK

Alison Gill, Department of Geography and the School of Resource and 
Environmental Management, Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, Canada

Tom Hinch, Faculty of Physical Education and Recreation, University of Alberta 
Edmonton, Canada

Ramin Karimian, Independent social researcher, Tehran, Iran
Bernard Kitheka, Department of Kinesiology, Missouri State University, USA
Rory MacLellan, Tourism Subject Group, Business School, Edinburgh Napier 

University, Scotland, UK.
Sajad Mousavi, Think and Link Research Group, Tehran, Iran
Ali Mozaffari, Alfred Deakin Institute, Faculty of Arts and Education, Deakin 

University, Melbourne and Adjunct Research Fellow, Australia-Asia-Pacific 
Institute, Curtin University, Australia

Carmen Nibigira, Regional Coordinator, East Africa Tourism Platform, Nairobi,  
Kenya

Andreas Papatheodorou, Department of Business Administration, University of the 
Aegean, Chios, Greece

Nikolaos Pappas, Sunderland Business School, Department of Tourism Hospitality & 
Events, University of Sunderland, UK

Paul Rogers, Independent consultant, Sydney, Australia 
Edwin Sabuhoro, Parks, Recreation and Tourism Management, Clemson University, 

Clemson, USA
David Simmons, Tourism, Faculty of Environment, Society and Design, Lincoln 

University, Lincoln, New Zealand
Trevor Sofield, School of Management, University of Tasmania, Launceston, Australia 

(ret); Visiting Professor, School of Tourism Management, Sun Yat Sen University, 
Guangzhou, China

Wantanee Suntikul, School of Hotel and Tourism Management, The Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University, Hong Kong, SAR

Denis Tolkach, School of Hotel and Tourism Management, The Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University, Hong Kong, SAR

Konstantinos Tomazos, Management, Strathclyde Business School, University of 
Strathclyde, Glasgow, UK

Peter Williams, School of Resource and Environmental Management, Simon Fraser 
University, Burnaby, Canada



viii Tourism and Political Change

Acknowledgements
We would like to express our great thanks to our fellow contributors to this volume, 
not only for their chapters, but also for their patience, support and cooperation 
throughout the compilation of the book. We hope that they feel their efforts were 
worthwhile and that we have not abused their patience and good will.

We are also very grateful to the staff at Goodfellow, our publisher, for their assis-
tance in putting the book together, and particular thanks are due to Sally North, who 
invited us to return to this topic to produce a second volume, and has faithfully and 
patiently supported us on both occasions.


	_GoBack
		1 	Introduction					
	Wantanee Suntikul and Richard Butler

	2	Neoliberal Politics and the Fate of Tourism	
	David G Simmons

	Part One 
	Changes in Political Relationships
	3	Regional Tourism Development within the East African Community
	4	China: Government Policy and Tourism Development
	Trevor H. B. Sofield

	5	Political Changes and Tourism in the ‘Other Chinas’
	Wantanee Suntikul


	Part Two
	Increasing Autonomy
	6	Towards Decolonization: Indigenizing Resort Governance in Canada
	Peter W. Williams and Alison Gill

	7	Devolution – Towards Independence: Tourism in Scotland in the 21st Century
	Rory MacLellan 

	8 	History and Politics of Tourism in Timor-Leste
	Denis Tolkach


	Part Three
	Normalisation and Opening
	9	Myanmar: Opening for Tourism
	Wantanee Suntikul and Paul Rogers

	10The Politics of Tourism in Cuba
	Tom Hinch and Baikuntha Prasad Acharya

	11	Tourism and Political Change in Ireland, North and South: 
	Stephen W. Boyd 

	Part Four
	Uncertain Future
	12 Greek Tourism, Economic Crisis and Political Turmoil: 		Between Scylla and Charybdis
	Andreas Papatheodorou and Nikolaos Pappas

	13     The Return of the ‘Idea of Iran’ (2005-2015) 
	Ali Mozaffari, Ramin Karimian and Sajad Mousavi 

	14         Tourism on the Fringe of Politics – Brazil 
	Mariana Aldrigui

	15 Egypt’s Tourism Industry and the Arab Spring
	Kostas Tomazos	

	16     Conclusions					
	Richard Butler and Wantanee Suntikul


	Figure 2.1: Framework for evaluating the Government involvement in provision of goods and services. After: O’Fallon 1992: 123
	Figure 2.2: A basic framework of resource management mechanisms
	Figure 3.1: Map of EAC states showing some of the major protected areas. Source: Kitheka, 2015
	Table 4.1: GDP per capita income 2012-2015. 
	Table 7.1: Tourist visits in Scotland 2015 (VisitScotland, 2016). Source: GBTS/NISRA/IPS
	Table 7.2: The tourism economy and tourism related employment 2009 – 2013 1. Source: Scottish Annual Business Statistics
	Table 8.1: Arrivals of non-resident tourists to Timor-Leste

